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been set in place. The height 
of the arch from the street to 
the center span is 22 feet.

The columns on each side 
are faced with 
Columbia River 
Basalt which was 
harvested in the 
Columbia River 
Gorge from a 
local quarry. This 
is the same stone 
used to construct 
the original 
Columbia River 
Scenic Highway 
built in the late 

The Centennial arch project had hit a brick wall regarding 
funding. The Troutdale Historical Society appealed to the 
Troutdale City Council to bring this project to fruition. After 
much deliberation, the council made an enterprising decision 
to take ownership of the project. The 
funding balance was supported through 
the budget process and the city took full 
control of the construction of the arch. 
The arch will become a full city asset 
upon completion. The formal dedication 
will take place on Friday, May 7th, at 
6:30pm. Hope to see everyone there.

20’s and early 30’s. A 
time capsule located in 
the south column will 
be opened in 2110.

The original concept 
was the idea of the 
Troutdale Historical 

Society which 
raised a third 
of the monies 
through 
fundraising. 
Local 
corporations 
down to the 
grade school 
children 
contributed 

fi nancially to this project. It 
is our hope that this will be a 
draw to our downtown and to 
the tourists who are attracted to 
the scenic spots along the old 
Columbia River Highway. ■

Become a fan of the Troutdale 
First Friday Art Walk on face 
book.

years later that they brought 
little Gracie home. Jerry 
said, “The hardest part was 
the waiting. It seemed like it 
would be a fairly 
short process and 
just took so long. 
There were so many 
disappointments 
along the way. 
Sometimes it felt 
like it would take 
forever.” Apparently, 
China was making 
some big changes to 
their international 
adoption procedures 
including moving 
offi ce locations and also 
making preparations for the 
winter Olympics in Beijing, 
which caused delays. Still, 
Jerry insists that China is one 
of the best countries to adopt 
from because they have a 
very systematic process and 
once you are logged into their 
system, after completing the 
required paperwork, it’s not a 
matter of if you’ll get a child, 
it’s just a matter of when. 

The Stitzels started out on the 
list for a “healthy” child, but as 
the months of waiting turned 
into years, they decided to 
switch to the “special needs” 
list in April 2009. The “special 
needs” children included those 
with medical issues ranging 
from minor to major and 
waiting children who simply 
hadn’t been adopted yet and 
were often older. Just a few 
months later on August 8, 
Sarah’s 14th birthday, three 
potential adoptive children 
came through. Two of them 
had prohibitively severe 
medical conditions; Jerry and 
Diana knew with their limited 
health coverage that they could 
never afford to take care of 
either child. Jerry said, “It’s 
just heartbreaking. You want to 
adopt them all.” The third child 
was Gracie, whose Chinese 

name was Li Qian. When the 
Stitzels saw the tiny picture of 
Gracie, who was decked out in 
quilted leopard print pants and 
a puffy hello kitty fabric jacket, 
they felt a special connection. 

They had 24 hours 
from the time they 
received the email 
to “lock her in.” 
They quickly found 
a pediatrician to 
review Gracie’s 
special medical 
needs, which 
included crossed 
eyes, a droopy 

eyelid and a small 
head circumference 
and were given 
the encouraging 

analysis that her conditions 
were correctable. They made 
the fi nal decision to adopt 
Gracie on August 10, 2009.

Soon after, they discovered 
they would be traveling to 
China in October. After years 
of waiting, they had less than 
two months to prepare for their 
new daughter. Their adoption 
agency took care of all the 
travel arrangements and gave 
them all the information they’d 
need about expenses, travel 
schedule and expectations. 
Jerry says, “The adoption 
agency you choose is so 
important. Make sure you 
get with a good agency who 
knows what they’re doing 
and can keep you on task and 
keep you motivated as time 
goes by, and frustrations rise, 
and patience wears thin.” The 
Stitzels were very impressed 
with their agency, AWAA. 

After more paperwork, 

The fi rst picture of 
Gracie we saw, sent 
by the adoption 
agency.

Max and Cheryl Maydew, Mayor Jim Kight 
and Rip Caswell 
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